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fully opposed by the cultivators of woad (Isatis tinctoria) a
plant producing an inferior variety of indigo blue dye. These
woad growers industriously circulated the report that indigo
was not only an inferior dye, but also a corrosive and per-
nicious drug. Fear of the ruin of the woad business from the
new competing dye was the real motive of their false reports.
So much feeling was aroused that pressure was brought
upon the English, French and German Governments to pro-
hibit its use. In France under Henry IV an edict condemned
to death anyone found using this "pernicious drug" or "devil's
food/' as it was called.

I

SYNTHESIS OF INDIGO
To Adolph Baeyer of Munich, the leading spirit and master
of indigo research, the world owes more than any other the
unraveling of the constitution of the molecule of indigo blue
and the success in discovering methods to produce it syntheti-
cally on a commercial scale in competition with the natural
product.
The vegetable product contains indigo blue, indigo red, in-
digo brown and indigo gelatin besides widely varying amounts
of impurities. Of these indigo blue is the valuable constituent
used in dyeing, arid it almost is solely with this that the ques-
tions of constitution and production* have been concerned.
For nearly half a century Baeyer arid his students have
kept at work upon the problems connected with its economical
production. The first successful product was offered on the
market in the month of July, 1897, by the Badisch Aniline
und Soda Fabrik. The commercial importance of the product
three years later (1900), was such that the Director Brunck
stated that in that year the firm had produced about 2,000,000
pounds of the synthetic indigo blue, an amount equal to that
grown upon 250,000 acres of land in India.
As early as the year 1844 indigo had been the subject of
research, and some progress had been made by the early investi-
gators until 1865. The more profound work of Baeyer begins
with this latter date. In the quarter of a century before he